
2024 McKnight Visual Artist Fellowship 
Information Session

Work Samples, Statement, and Application Strategies



McKnight Visual Artist Fellowship Components

The fellowship runs for two years, June 1, 2024–May 31, 2026, and includes:

• $25,000 (unrestricted) cash award that can be used however recipient chooses.

• $1750.00 (professional development funds) towards individually-focused professional development, such 
as travel, exhibition expenses, website creation, etc.

• First year: Studio visits from five visiting critics (can be curators, artists, other arts professionals) selected 
by the fellows.

• Second year: Opportunity to invite two of the visiting critics back to participate in a McKnight Discussion 
Series where three fellows work with a selected critic to develop a dialogue related to their art practices.

• Funding for professional digital documentation of artwork.

• Access to MCAD’s facilities, library, and ½ off tuition for Continuing Education courses (one per semester).

• Participation in a 1–2 week artist residency at one of twenty partnering residency programs with the Artists 
Communities Alliance (ACA). 

• Eight hours of consulting time, support, and resources from Springboard for the Arts.



Eligibility Requirements
The intent of the McKnight Artist and Culture Bearers Fellowship is to recognize and support artists and culture 
bearers who are beyond emerging and have sustained experience in their area of practice. Fellows demonstrate 
achievement, commitment and high level proficiency in artistic and/or culture bearer practice that contributes to 
their field and that impacts and benefits people in Minnesota. Artists who are eligible for these fellowships: 

• MN Resident: Have or maintain MN residency for at least one year prior to application (i.e. since March 22, 2023) and 
for the duration of the fellowship years.

• Mid-Career Artist: Have at least eight (8) years of experience in solo and/or group exhibitions, artist residencies, 
awarded fellowships/grants, publications, performances, screenings, etc. Exhibitions undertaken as part of a degree-
seeking program at an institution of higher learning will not be considered (i.e., senior or thesis exhibitions, juried 
student shows, etc.).

• Create work that falls within a fine arts context: The “visual arts” category is broad in scope and encompasses areas 
of painting, sculpture, drawing, comic/sequential art, photography, printmaking, mixed media, installation, multimedia, 
film, video, sound, moving image, or animation. 

• Exclusive Application: Can only apply to one 2024 McKnight Artist Fellowship in any artistic discipline (i.e. visual arts, 
ceramics, book arts, fiber arts, printmaking, media arts, community engaged, choreographers, dancers, composers, 
musicians, playwrights, theater arts, writers, cultural bearers).

• Sit Out Period of Five Years: Have not been a recipient of a McKnight Artist Fellowship within any artistic discipline in 
the last five award years. Anyone who received a fellowship in any discipline in or before 2018 is eligible to apply. 
Anyone who won a fellowship in 2019, 2020, 2021, 2022, or 2023 in any discipline cannot apply.

• Program Participation: Are willing to participate in all aspects of the fellowship program, including fellow meetings, 
studio visits by art critics/curators, and a McKnight Discussion Series.

• Demonstrate growth and ongoing artistry since their most recent McKnight Artist Fellowship.

• No Conflict of Interest: Applicant is NOT staff, board, or immediate family of the McKnight Foundation or 
administrative staff of the fellowships program at the Minneapolis College of Art and Design.

• Not a full-time student: Applicants and fellows cannot be enrolled in a degree-seeking academic program. 



Application Process
Deadline: Friday, March 22, noon (12:00 p.m.) CT

Online Application only:
Visit https://mcad.submittable.com/submit to apply

https://mcad.submittable.com/submit


Application Process

Deadline: Friday, March 22, noon (12:00 p.m.) CT
Online Application only:
Visit https://mcad.submittable.com/submit to apply

Application materials:
• Completed Entry/Contact Information Form

• Proof of MN residency

• Ten work samples: You may submit work samples in any combination of image, audio, video, and 
pdf formats. Submit no more than 10 files or the equivalent.

  1 Work Sample is equivalent to:
   – 1 minute of video

   – 1 still image
   – 1 page of PDF
   – 1 minute of audio

For example, you can submit a single 10-minute video, or 10 images, or 10 pdf pages. Or you can 
submit a combination. For example, you can submit 2 minutes of a video, 5 pages from an artist book 
as a pdf, and 3 still images—this equals 10 work samples. The total amount submitted must equal no 
more than 10, which may not necessarily be how many files you upload. 

• Résumé (list form)

• Artist statement (statement should directly speak to the images you are submitting)

https://mcad.submittable.com/submit


Review Process: Important Dates

• Application Deadline: Friday, March 22, noon (12 p.m.) CT

– First Round: 

• Jury of three arts professionals reviews all submissions in the form of digital images viewed on 
a monitor. 

• Scores applicant 1 to 5, decisions are tabulated, top 25 to 30 move onto second, semi-final 
round.

– Second Round: 

• Jurors review top 25 to 30, review artist statement and resume, make comments in jurying 
interface. 

• During conference call jurors select 12 applicants for finalist studio visits.

• Studio Visit/Email Notification: Monday, May 6

• Studio Visits: Thursday, May 16 or Friday, May 17. 
The studio visit will be held in-person and be a total of 20 minutes in length. 

• Fellowship Announcement: Monday, June 3



Application Tips:

Work Samples:

• First work sample is extremely important, sets the tone for your whole application. Make sure it is visually 
compelling/strong.

• Images: Avoid submitting composite images unless the work is a diptych or triptych. They can be visually 
confusing.

• Consider including one installation view and one detail of a work. 

• Video/Audio: Videos submissions are for artists using film, video, moving image, animation, sound as their main 
medium or as part of an installation. PROCESS DOCUMENTATION VIDEOS, STUDIO or GALLERY WALK-
THROUGHS, ARTIST INTERVIEWS, PAGING THROUGH ARTIST BOOKS (please use pdf format) ARE NOT 
ACCEPTED.

• PDF: recommended for artist book and comic/sequential spreads or for work that contains text that is not visible in 
an image.

• Medium: instead of mixed media, list all the materials used. (i.e. Chalk on chalk board painted walls with fencing 
and etched linoleum flooring)

• Dimensions: h x w x d (inches or feet). Installation work use: dimensions variable.

• Duration: include full duration or start and end cue times.



Application Tips:

Optional Additional Image Info (100 words max)
• Only use when necessary, be concise.

• Use this section to provide detailed info about process/project, installation location, info that will provide the juror 
with a greater understanding of what they are viewing.

• Avoid personal commentary and interpreting the work for the jurors.



Application Tips:

Optional Additional Image Info (100 words max) EXAMPLE
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Application Tips:
Top FAQs: 

How far back should I go with my work samples? 

• The jurors are typically interested in an applicant’s most recent work from the last 3-5 years. 
However, you can certainly include work samples that are older than 5 years to highlight a 
progression in your work or if a project is durational. 

I have multiple bodies of work, how many should I include?

• Based on previous juror feedback, if you are submitting multiple bodies of work, please limit to 
2-3 projects max. 

• 2-3 projects is recommended, but this is not a hard and fast rule. Previous fellowship recipients’ 
applications have ranged from a single body of work to 10 different projects.

I work in different mediums (i.e. painting, video, and artist books) Should I focus on one 
medium or showcase the breadth of my practice?

• If you are submitting work samples across different mediums, make sure there is a clear visual 
or conceptual thread that connects the work together.

• If the mediums are too disparate (i.e. experimental film and representational drawing) the jurors 
are going to have a harder time connecting the bodies of work or the work samples may appear 
inconsistence. 
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Artist Statement Tips:

Artist Statement:
• Limit to one page (500 words max).

• The statement must address the images that you are submitting.

• Avoid being overly biographical/telling your life story unless it directly relates to the images/project.

General Outline for Statements:

• 1st paragraph: Overview, overarching themes, Who, What, Why. 
    (Who are you? What do you do? Why do you do it?)

• 2nd-4th paragraph: Talk directly about the work you are submitting 
(process, subject matter, concept, meaning, content, etc).

• Last paragraph: Conclusion (about your work samples, current work, or 
anything else you want the juror to know about your practice.) 

• Please note the jurying criteria: applicants will be judged on the quality of their application and 
accomplishment to date and not on future projects or what you will do with funds. You certainly can 
references future goals/projects in your statement, but you are not required to provide that information. 

 

Helpful Articles for Writing Statements:



Artist Statement Tips:
1st paragraph: Overview, overarching themes, Who, What, Why.

Keren Kroul’s first paragraph:



Artist Statement Tips:
2nd-4th paragraph: Talk directly about the work you are submitting (process, content, concept, meaning, etc).
Last paragraph: Conclusion (about your work samples, current work, or anything else you want the juror to know about your 
practice.) 

Keren Kroul 2nd – 4th paragraph:



Resume Tips:

Resume:
• Follow College Art Association artist resume guidelines.

• Avoid using graphic embellishments, keep it simple.

• List format:

EDUCATION:
2010 Minneapolis College of Art and Design, MFA
2005 University of Minnesota, BFA

SOLO EXHIBITIONS:
2020 Untitled, Gallery 123, Minneapolis, MN 



Resume Tips:
Keren Kroul’s Resume:



Additional Info Sessions:
Application Overview
(with Program Director Keisha Williams)

Work Samples, Statements, and Application Strategies
(with 2023 McKnight Fellow Kaamil A. Haider)

Pre-recorded, links  available on 
https://mcad.submittable.com/submit

Contact:
Questions or to set up a one-on-one meeting via phone or Zoom, 
please email gallery@mcad.edu

Program Director, Keisha Williams
Fellowship Coordinator, Melanie Pankau

https://mcad.submittable.com/submit
mailto:gallery@mcad.edu

