
So you’re looking for an apartment?

Hello, I made a guide for apartment searching in Minneapolis/Whittier!

My roommates and I have been looking at places for a few months now and I 
wanted to share what I've learned, so check this out and feel free to share it if you 
want to learn more about looking for a place to live.

Disclaimer that this is definitely subjective and only comprises our experience, so 
yours may be different. Feel free to comment if you have any info of your own to 
share!

• First: Consider your priorities, who do you really want to live with, and
what you can afford!
◦ Don’t worry, these things will change over time as you search and

learn more

• Second: Go to these sites Zillow, Trulia, Apartments.com, Craigslist. I
would use a combo of these 4, because sometimes listings will be on one but
not the others.
◦ Zillow: My favorite, you can make custom searches and then be

notified when anything new pops up. Lets you know the most info
about the listing and the building.

◦ Trulia: Owned by Zillow but still has unique listings sometimes.
Somewhat nicer/more expensive places, but not always.

◦ Apartments.com: I’ve definitely seen listings on here that aren’t on the
other ones, so it's worth checking out.

◦ Craigslist: The quality of listings you find on here will be less good
obviously, but also you can find some really good ones owned by
individuals! Just do your research and keep checking.

• Other ways to find places: Walk around the neighborhood and look for
vacancy signs! Ask friends, neighbors and classmates who are moving! Find
a rental company website and check their other listings!

https://www.zillow.com/homes/for_rent/Whittier,-Minneapolis,-mn_rb/
https://www.trulia.com/for_rent/4066_nh/
https://www.apartments.com/whittier-minneapolis-mn/
https://minneapolis.craigslist.org/search/apa?search_distance=2&postal=55404&availabilityMode=0&sale_date=all+dates
https://www.zillow.com/homes/for_rent/Whittier,-Minneapolis,-mn_rb/
https://www.trulia.com/for_rent/4066_nh/
https://www.apartments.com/whittier-minneapolis-mn/
https://minneapolis.craigslist.org/search/apa?search_distance=2&postal=55404&availabilityMode=0&sale_date=all+dates


• Third: Do your research! Google the landlord’s name and/or phone number.
◦ Use the Minneapolis Property Search to look up the address and check 

if they have an active rental license! Enter the address, and then go to 
“Rental History” on the left sidebar. Make sure a 2020 date is listed 
on the right and it says active under their name.

◦ This is important because if they do not have an active rental license it 
isn’t legal for them to rent it out and it almost definitely means they 
will take advantage of you or the building isn’t up to code!

• You can check if the building has any code violations here. Enter the address 
in the far left bar, and click the check mark. It may take a few minutes to 
load, but it will show all code violations that the building has had, usually 
back to the 90’s or so. You can see when it was issued, the code number/tag, 
and who was the owner at that time. It will also show whether this building 
has an active rental license. You can then use another tab at the top to look 
up the actual description of the coded violations.

• NOTE: There will only be violations if the building has been inspected. For 
example, our building hasn’t been inspected since 2010, so there are no 
recent code violations.

• When you are living in a place, or if you are not, you can report code 
violations and request an inspector to come. I don’t know how long that will 
take, but it is definitely an option if you have problems in your building that 
your landlord refuses to address.

• Other things to pay attention to: Is there in unit laundry or shared? Is it coin 
laundry? What utilities does the owner pay and which do the tenants pay? (A 
place may seem expensive but if all utilities are covered it may actually be a 
really good deal!) How many square feet is it? Is it in a duplex or triplex, or 
a large apartment building? How long is the lease? (Longer leases like 1yr 
lock you in and is generally preferable, however you may want the freedom 
to move that comes with a month to month lease. However month to month 
leases run the risk of your landlord kicking you out with 1 month notice, or 
raising the rent. You must give 60 day notice before you move out.) How 
long has the listing been up? (If it seems too good to be true it probably is! If 
a good/cheap listing has been up for months there may be cause for 
concern.)

http://apps.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/AddressPortalApp/Search?AppID=PIApp&fbclid=IwAR0FIMiGiOJBNIxoZPNwFPVbd3nWs4kpUMLYKIOjJVma6lyFjZy7i9N7JkM
https://tableau.minneapolismn.gov/views/OpenDataRegulatoryServices-Violations/PropertySearch?iframeSizedToWindow=true&%3Aembed=y&%3AshowAppBanner=false&%3Adisplay_count=no&%3AshowVizHome=no&fbclid=IwAR11AkDrowS-afo9KqOTLfPFzioq1a6-DT2xtSH3Vp6se8WWLeiRetzYBtE


• NOTE: Sometimes listings will be taken down and re-uploaded to make 
them look more recent!

• Fourth: Reach Out!
◦ Some listings have an email, or you can reach out through the website, 

but your best bet is to call if you want speed and to give yourself the 
best chance. Say something like this: 
“Hi this is Name and I’m reaching out about the 1 Bedroom on 1st 
Ave?”

◦ Be prepared to answer questions about roommates, pets, etc.
◦ Look out for scams! If they tell you “That listing isn’t available 

anymore but I can show you other ones” and then ask for you to meet 
them or refuse to email any information, that’s probably a scam.

• Finally: Tour!
**With the caveat of current pandemic circumstances, consider asking for a video 
tour. We have been doing a couple in person tours if the landlord and current 
tenants are okay with it, but definitely wear masks and gloves and ask the landlord 
to do the same!**

• Ask if they would be willing to do a tour. During the tour, make sure to look 
at closets, outlets, window quality, laundry/basement situation, locks, lights, 
appliances, etc. Don’t be afraid to ask questions!

• If it’s a duplex/triplex/etc. Ask them how long they’ve owned the house and 
how long the current tenants have been there.

• Ask about anything you’re confused about, ask about anything you are 
nervous about.

After this stage it’s up to you to deliberate and apply. Be sure not to rush into 
anything without being prepared and doing your research. Yes, places can go fast 
in this neighborhood, but it's not worth getting stuck in a bad place.

• A Final important note: Get EVERYTHING in writing in the lease. It may 
feel silly, but it is SO SO SO important. You never know when the landlord 
may try to argue in the future that you don’t have the right to your garage, 
storage, etc. because it’s not in the lease.
◦ An example from us: We moved into our current apartment under the 



expectation that the landlord would fix the kitchen floors which were 
falling apart. We accepted a rent increase because we expected the 
floors to be done. We had a verbal/text agreement, but it was never 
written into the lease. Guess what? He kept putting it off, sold the 
house, and now the new owners refuse to do anything about it because 
it’s not in the lease. GET EVERYTHING IN WRITING.

Remember you have the power to negotiate too! They want to rent the place 
to you, so you can ask for changes etc.

Other resources:
Landlord/Tenant Law
A Handy PDF of Landlord/Tenant Rights

…………

This document was created by MCAD student, Morgan Moen, and posted online 
to Facebook on May 18, 2020. No changes have been made except to update 
web links and to convert the document to PDF form. - MCAD Student Affairs, 
June, 2020. 

https://www.ag.state.mn.us/Consumer/Handbooks/LT/default.asp?fbclid=IwAR1QmhLrrfU-J4gdMB5eTwL1xrz6zXlEi3xyyIMiqnvWYHRClFE1BzELztY
https://www.ag.state.mn.us/Brochures/pubLandlordTenants.pdf



